	IEP 499 A : Academic Skills—Intermediate 
Location: SE121
Session:  Spring 4, 2009
Office Hours: MF 3:45-4:45; W 3:00-4:00 (and by appointment)
	Christine Bauer-Ramazani 

Office: SE 127

Phone: 654-2642

e-mail: cbauer-ramazani@smcvt.edu


1
Class Time:  T TH 1:00 – 2:50
Lab Time:    T TH 3:00 – 3:30
Class Texts & Materials:

Connerton, P. & Reid, F. (1993).   Linkages.  Heinle & Heinle. (checked out from LLRC)
Christine’s Course Materials for IEP, Academic Skills: http://academics.smcvt.edu/cbauer-ramazani/cbr/iep/acsk.htm 

IEP-SMC Wiki: http://iep-rdg-writ.pbwiki.com / 

Christine’s Useful Links to TESL/CALL Web Sites (for grammar, writing, reading, vocabulary, dictionaries, etc.): http://academics.smcvt.edu/cbauer-ramazani/Links/useful_sites.htm
Supplies:



1 three-ring binder, standard (8 ½  x 11") filler paper; pens, pencils, eraser, 1 stapler, 1 hole punch

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attendance: Attendance and punctuality is required for all classes (see the Student Handbook for a statement on the IEP absence policy).  One absence per four-week session is allowed without penalty.  After the second absence the student is required to meet with the instructor to discuss attendance and performance problems.  Further absenteeism is reported to the IEP Director.  Late arrival for class is also not acceptable and three late arrivals will be counted as one absence.  If you are more than 15 minutes late, you may not be admitted to the classroom.
2. Homework: Homework is given to reinforce or apply concepts learned in class.  Written homework must be submitted the day after it was assigned.  Late homework will be marked down by 10% for each day late.  Homework marks are part of the grade.  Absence is not an excuse for submitting homework late; students must check with the instructor and/or classmates about homework and class work missed in case of absence due to illness and be prepared for the next class.
4. Lab:  Attendance of all labs and completion of the assigned work in a timely manner is required. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES and EXPECTED OUTCOMES:

	Objective
#
	Academic Skills
	Learning objectives and activities:  SWBAT
	Outcomes

	1
	Reading Strategies
	Read effectively for different purposes

Use survey techniques (SQ3R) for academic reading

Dealing with unfamiliar words
	Improvement in reading rate

Directed reading journal; Read aloud protocol

Class exercises 

	2
	Note-taking from reading
	Take effective notes from readings

Organizing notes; making a chart

Know how to use the notes effectively 
	Class exercises in preparation for better performance on writing and exams.

	3
	Note-taking from listening
	Take effective notes from lectures

Use ‘shortcuts’ for copying lecture graphics

Use symbols and abbreviations
	Class exercises in preparation for better performance on writing and exams.



	4
	Vocabulary Development: Collocations
	Identify chunks of language from written and oral texts

Use routine expressions and collocations for language functions and when writing or talking about specific topics. 

Keep a lexical notebook as a writing resource
	Class exercises, activities and quizzes

Increased ability to speak fluently

A lexical notebook

	5
	Vocabulary Development: Word building
	Develop ‘word grammar’ to learn word forms and word families 

Use sub-technical vocabulary

Use word relations to learn new words and to deal with unfamiliar words
	Class exercises and quizzes

Increased vocabulary range in written and oral production

Increased reading rate

	6
	Internet Skills
	Have proficiency with keyboard skills

Use the internet as a learning tool

Use the internet for research
	Participate in threaded discussions and on-line interaction
Participate in on-line language learning activities

Use findings in class presentations and papers with appropriate citations

	7
	Oral skills
	Use intelligible pronunciation

Use language in the appropriate register

Observe appropriate conversational management moves

Practice appropriate delivery skills and audience interaction skills
	Intelligibility in class discussions

Increased interaction with native speakers


	8
	Writing for academic purposes
	Use effective planning strategies for writing papers

Paraphrase effectively

Summarize effectively

Cite studies appropriately in written work
	Well-written and well-organized written work (library papers, exams, essays)

Produce notes and papers that are not plagiarized

Ability to describe and explain US institutions with classmates. Can compare home country and US culture with undergraduate classes.


GRADING:


Grades are given at the end of 4 weeks. STUDENTS MUST BE PRESENT FOR ALL QUIZZES OR TESTS.   Tests will not be given the next day, except in documented medical case.  Missed quizzes, tests, journals, and Class Observation Reports will be recorded as 0 and entered into the average.
	Assessment Tools
	Weight of Course Grade
	Objectives Assessed

	Academic Strategies Quizzes
	20%
	#1, 3, 5

	Lexical Notebook
	20%
	#4, 5, 6

	Undergraduate Class Observation Report & Notes
	10%
	#3, 8

	Written assignments--Summaries or Essay Questions (1st & 2nd drafts, counted at 60/40)
	30%
	#2, 8

	Test(s)
	20%
	#1, 3, 4, 5, 8

	Participation/Attendance
	+/- grades
	#7


Grading scale:  

	A
	94 - 100
	C
	76 - 74

	A-
	90 - 93
	C-
	70 - 73

	B+
	87 - 89
	D+
	67 - 69

	B
	84 - 86
	D
	60 - 66

	B-
	80 - 83
	F
	Below 60

	C+
	77 - 79
	
	


CLASS SCHEDULE
	Week
	Topic

	1
	· Introduction to the course / Syllabus

· US academic culture and conventions (years, majors, degrees, structure of U.S. institutions, etc.)

· Note-taking skills for listening—Cornell Method, symbols and abbreviations

· Vocabulary Strategies & Vocabulary Development—Lexical Notebook

· Using the Internet for collaboration and interaction

· Posting entries to the online class Wiki

· Quiz on Vocabulary Strategies
· Quiz on Note-taking skills for listening

	2
	· Quiz on Vocabulary from Lexical Notebook

· Reading a schedule of courses

· Contacting professors via email/phone/in person—formal greeting, request, thank you procedures

· Composing formal emails

· Visiting undergraduate classes

· Practicing note-taking skills

· Summarizing/paraphrasing
· Summarizing/paraphrasing orally and in written form

	3
	· Academic reading skills – annotating, outlining, paraphrasing

· Discourse Cues

· Evaluating Internet sites

· Reconstructing notes

· Academic writing skills –writing summaries, essay questions

· Vocabulary development—Lexical Notebook

· Using the Internet for research
· Citations of paper and electronic sources

	4
	Week 3 topics continued
· Quiz on Discourse Cues
Test
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